Presidential electoral history of 
president Maumoon Abdul Gayoom 


Electoral system at the time of Maumoon Abdul 
Gayoom 


The election process in the Republic of Maldives 
at that time started with a meeting of the 
Citizens' Majlis, where a new president was 
nominated by secret ballot. The nominee was 
then informed of the Majlis's decision and could 
either accept or decline the nomination. If the 
nominee accepted, a public referendum was 
held, and the candidate was elected if they 
received a majority. If the candidate was not 
elected by a majority, the Majlis was required to 
meet again in a special session to propose 
another candidate. If the nominee declined, the 
Majlis would hold another secret ballot ina 
special session to nominate a different 
candidate. 


1978 presidential election 


The election process at the time led to a special 
session of the Citizens' Majlis on 16 June 1978 to 
nominate a new presidential candidate. The 
leading contenders included Minister of Health 
Moomina Haleem, Minister of Education Abdul 
Sattar Moosa Didi, and Minister of Transport 
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom. In the end, the Majlis 
selected 42-year-old Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, the 
Minister of Transport, as the presidential 
candidate. However, there was significant public 
belief that Moomina A. Ismail might have been 
nominated if the constitution had permitted 
women to assume the presidency. 


On 28 July 1978, a public referendum was held, in 
which Gayoom secured 92.96% of the vote, thus 
becoming president elect. Before it, some mild 
public criticism arose regarding Gayoom’s 
candidacy. 


1983 presidential election 


Although nothing much happened 
during this election, it's only candidate 
was Maumoon Abdul Gayoom and was 
nominated the candidate. 


Elections were held on 30 September 
1983, with Maumoon Abdul Gayoom re- 
elected president for his second term; 
he received 57,913 votes, 95.62%. 


1988 presidential election 


As tradition, the single candidate 
chosen by the Citizen's Majlis was 
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, who was 
elected for his 3rd term of office. 
Election day was 23 September 1988; 
He secured 69,373 or 96.47% votes 
from the referendum. There were 2,537 
people against him of the 71000 people 
who could vote. 


1993 presidential election 


Gayoom received 92.8% votes; Gayoom 
was elected for a fourth term on 1 
October 1993. 


1998 presidential election 


Maumoon Abdul Gayoom was chosen 
by the parliament as the only candidate 
required for a presidential election per 
constitution and was elected for a fifth 
term of office on 16 October 1998, 
receiving 86,504 of votes or 90.90%. 


2003 presidential election 


During this election, Maumoon Abdul 
Gayoom won for a last term with 
90.28% or 102,909 votes. 


Gayoom was widely anticipated to win 
the referendum, with the government 
promoting the results as proof of his 
strong public support. Observers raised 
concerns about the fairness of the 
process, as only one candidate was 
permitted to seek a popular mandate, 
and political parties were banned. 
However, when assessed on its own 
merits, the process seemed sufficiently 
free, with no verified reports of ballot 
stuffing or voter coercion. 


Subsequent reports indicated that 
Gayoom's sixth term would likely be 
challenging, given the rising public 
demand for a more open political 
system. 


@eeee 
Source-Government, 2010 
Written in—2020 


Romney Pence 


